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Dear Newton South Student,

| am excited to present you with the 2023-2024 Newton South Program of Studies! These

pages contain one of the most comprehensive academic programs of any high school in the
Commonwealth. Each course is crafted to provide you opportunities to engage creatively, problem
solve, and grow. Each year offers a chance for you to consider the path you would like to take moving
forward, and engage with courses that pique your specific interests.

Our school is continuing to build course structures that support the mental health of our students
while promoting equity in our educational offerings as an actively anti-racist school. This year, we
continue the examination of our teaching and learning practices at NSHS through an active anti-racist
lens, with a focus on the social-emotional needs of our students. We are committed to increasing
access and equity for all students by dismantling course structures where implicit bias results in
inadvertently sorting students by race, gender, and/or socio-economic status. It is our hope that by
examining the above we will provide more students access to a challenging and enriching curriculum
of their choice to best prepare them for the future ahead.

Please know you do not have to make these decisions alone! Your teachers, guidance counselors,
advisors, coaches, and deans stand ready to help you discuss and choose the best options for you.
Most importantly, spend some time exploring and discussing options with your parents and guardians.
They know you best, and will always be your strongest advocates.

| wish you good luck on your journey! We are all looking forward to assisting you on your way, and
remember to always “Listen First, Show Respect, Take Responsibility and, most importantly, Show
Kindness” as a member of our Newton South ‘Lion’ community.

Sincerely,

Tamara Stras
Principal



South Human
Rights Council

The South Human Rights Council (SHRC) is a team of staff and students who
help safeguard and promote the rights of all members of the diverse Newton
South High School community. The SHRC engages in work through its many
committees, including the student curriculum committee, the teacher professional
development committee, the diversity, equity, and inclusion committee, and the
communications committee. In addition, the SHRC supports affinity groups,
festivals, and enrichment opportunities. Special events that the SHRC sponsors
include the Latino Culture Festival, Native American Culture Festival, LGBTQ+
Festival, (Dis)ability Awareness Festival, the Mahrajan Festival, the Black Culture
Festival, the AAPI Festival, the Jewish Awareness Festival, and Holocaust
Remembrance Day, various special topics discussions, and more.

Email us at
nshshrc@gmail.com



GENERAL INFORMATION
PROGRAMS

Newton South’s Smaller Learning Community Interdisciplinary Studies Programs (ID)

Problem solver, creator, and innovator - this is the type of student that will thrive in ID programs. Interdisciplinary Studies
is built on collaboration, respect, and innovation. Collaboration is key to developing 21st century skills. Whether online or
in person, a collaborative spirit is a basic foundation of inter- disciplinary work. Collaborative and creative individuals seek
to encourage deep thinking and relevant learning. Respect for diverse groups and learning styles is also a building block
for collaboration. The basic foundation is that everyone can learn and contribute to the community. Thus, ID classes are
taught at multiple curriculum levels (Honors, ACP, CP) in a differentiated environment. ID classes strive for innovation,
which comes from deep thinking about major challenges to human existence. From subatomic particles to climate change
- innovation is going to be required to solve the most pressing problems for human society. From sustainable agriculture
to aquatic biodiversity, humans must make choices that matter. ID programs also offer a smaller learning community
experience. Diverse instruction requires smaller class sizes. Small learning communities support each other and
encourage growth through a challenging curriculum.

The da Vinci Program- A three-year STEAM program (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) beginning in
Grade 10. da Vinci is a differentiated program: Students may enroll at the Honors, ACP, or CP level and need not be at
the same level in all da Vinci classes.

da Vinci is a multi-year cohort program:
o 10th grade da Vinci chemistry, math, and art
o 11th grade da Vinci biology, math, and engineering
0 12th grade da Vinci capstone

Details about specific da Vinci courses can be found within each department listing. The da Vinci program will provide
students with the opportunity to build skills in experimentation, analytical problem solving, collaboration, communication,
and engineering, technology, and artistic representation through student-driven learning and real-world applications.A
written application is required to join the da Vinci Program. Students should see their mathematics/science teacher or
counselor for more information.

The Global Justice Program—A three-year program beginning in Grade 10. As Dr. Martin Luther King said, “Injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” With this in mind, the Global Justice Program seeks to examine race, gender,
socioeconomics, religion, sexual orientation, and climate. How do we deal with injustices around the world? How do we
deal with injustices in our own communities? The program aims to keep students together in cohorts, where they will work
on collaborative, interdisciplinary projects, as well as more traditional assessments.

The New Media Communities Program - A two-year program beginning in Grade 10. New Media Communities
combines English and History with project-based work in media analysis and media production. In addition to rigorous
work studying history and literature, students will collaborate with their friends in filmmaking, audio production, music
production, graphic design, web design, and more; in doing so, we will deepen our creative strengths and gain new

ones. Sophomores will learn audio storytelling and production, participating in the nationwide NPR Student Podcast
challenge. Juniors will expand their knowledge from Sophomore year and focus on using documentary cinema to enhance
understanding of American history and literature. Their work will culminate in a 10-15 minute collaborative documentary
project to be submitted for local and national competitions. Throughout the program, our main goals will be to foster
community, challenge ourselves, and tell stories to matter to us and to the world. Over the course of their two years in the
program, students in New Media grades 10 and 11 are encouraged to take at least one of the following courses from the
Fine and Performing Arts Department:

020F/SS Art Foundations 097F/SS or 0970F/SS Video Studio

090F/SS Foundations: Media Arts 270F/SS or 270S Acting Foundations

091F/SS Media Arts Explorations 275F/SS or 2750S Acting for the Screen & Stage
092F/SS or 0920F/SS Media Arts Studio 273F/SS or 2730F/SS Acting and Directing
081F/SS Photography Explorations 277F/SS Costume Studio

082F/SS or 082S Photography Studio

Look for the A symbol in the course listings indicating that the course is one of the Interdisciplinary Studies courses offered

as part of Newton South’s Smaller Learning Communities.
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NEWTON SOUTH INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL PROGRAMS

Travel and study abroad are invaluable components of a student’s education, especially in today’s increasingly global
world. Therefore, NSHS offers a rich array of subject-specific international travel opportunities. The opportunities listed
below represent recent offerings. The list is not exhaustive and is subject to change based on availability and enroliment.
For up-to-date information, please visit https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2012.

Scholarships are available for students with demonstrated financial need through the Jennifer Price Global Education
Fund (GELF). To apply for financial aid, simply complete the financial aid supplement included with your child’s
international program application. For more information on GELF, please visit https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/2044.

For more information on scholarships or any of the global travel opportunities below, please email Newton’s Global
Education Programs Developer Star Lew at lewy @newton.k12.ma.us.

Cultural & Language Travel Programs

Chinese Exchange (Beijing, China) - Language & culture-focused homestay. Newton students host Chinese students
for four months in the fall, then live with host families and attend school abroad for four months in the spring. Applicants do
not have to have previously studied Chinese, but must do so in the fall before they travel. Candidates apply in the spring
of the year prior to travel through the World Language Department. Frequency: Annual - Dates of Chinese student visit to
Newton: Sept.-Jan. / Dates of travel to China: Jan.-May

French Exchange (Paris, France) - Language & culture-focused homestay. Newton students live with host families and
attend school abroad for two weeks and also host French students for two weeks. Applicants must be enrolled in French.
Applications become available either in the fall preceding the trip through the World Language Department. Frequency:
Annual - Dates of travel to France: 2 weeks including February or April break / French student visit: 2 weeks in February
or April

Spanish Language Exchange (San Rafael, Mendoza, Argentina) - Language & culture focused homestay. Newton
students live with host families and attend school abroad for two weeks and also host Argentinian students for two weeks.
Applicants must be enrolled in Spanish. Applications become available in the fall or spring preceding the trip through the
World Language Department. Frequency: Annual - Dates of travel to Argentina: 2 weeks including April break or 2 weeks
in June after the end of school / Argentinian student visit: 2 weeks in October

Ghana Exchange (Tema, Ghana) - Culture-focused dormitory/hotel stay. Newton students will live in school housing and
attend classes at the Tema International School (TIS) and participate in cultural excursions. Newton students will also
host Ghanaian students for 10 days. Applicants may be from all grades with a preference towards juniors and seniors in
good standing. Applications become available in May the year preceding the trip from Newton South METCO Counselor &
Legacy Scholars Director Katani Sumner. Frequency: Biennial — Dates of Travel to Ghana: 2 weeks including April break /
Ghanaian student visit: 10 days in October

Latin Crossroads of History Trip (Rome, Italy) - Exploratory travel program with hotel stays focused on the significance
of Latin through history. Students explore cultural sites relevant to the art, architecture, history, and literature of the
ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque worlds. Applicants must be enrolled in Latin. Applications become available
in the fall through the World Language Department. Frequency: Biennial - Dates of travel to Italy: 1 week including
February break

History Travel Programs

Prague Summer (Krakow, Poland; Prague, Czech Republic; Dresden & Berlin, Germany) - History-focused
enrichment program with hotel stays. Students earn credits for their work through the Newton summer school, take on-site
history lessons from Newton teachers, and explore historical sites relevant to medieval times, World War Il, and more.
Applicants must have a strong interest in history. Applications become available in the fall through the History Department
at Newton North. Frequency: Annual - Dates of travel: 2.5 weeks directly after classes end in June



Close Up (Washington, D.C.) - American civics-focused enrichment program with flight and hotel stay. Students room
with students from around the country, explore cultural sites in the nation’s capital, learn about the workings of US
government, debate current issues, meet with our members of Congress, and learn how to be informed, active, involved
US citizens. Applicants should have a strong interest in US government and politics. Registration for the trip starts in the
late spring through the History Department. Frequency: Annual - Dates of travel: 1 week in early March

Community Service Programs

NNHS Greece Service Trip (Kamena Vourla, Greece) - Service-focused program with stays in volunteer housing.
Students volunteer with Happy Caravan, a Greek NGO service organization which provides structured teaching & safe
spaces for refugee children from Syria, Irag, and Afghanistan. Newton students lead activities in arts and crafts, English,
reading, math, yoga, and more. Students may engage in cultural excursions on weekends. Applicants must be NNHS
or NSHS seniors. Applications become available from the Fine & Performing Arts department in the fall prior to travel.
Frequency: Annual - Dates of travel: 2 weeks in April or May

Puerto Rico Summer Service (San Juan & environs, Puerto Rico) - Community service program with dormitory stays
and cultural enrichment opportunities. Service projects may include sorting, packing, and distributing food for local food
banks; assisting with trash clean-up and ecological restoration projects; helping to build homes/rebuild homes in low-
income communities that have been impacted by the hurricane; and providing social interaction for seniors not living with
their families. Applicants must be NSHS freshmen, sophomores, or juniors. Applications become available in the fall prior
to travel. Frequency: Every 1-3 years — Dates of travel: 1 week directly after classes end in June

Fine & Performing Arts Travel Programs

London Theatre (London, England & environs) -Experiential travel program with hotel stays. This program is offered
through Newton North but is frequently open to Newton South students. Students attend London shows, visit museums
and historic sites, and participate in master classes through the UK National Theatre. Applicants cannot be seniors,
and must have taken or be current- ly taking a Theatre class or have participated in Southstage. Applications become
available in the fall through the Newton North Theatre Department. Frequency: Annual - Dates of travel: 1 week directly
after classes end in June

Unaffiliated Travel Programs

Portugal UNESCO Trip (Lisbon, Portugal & environs) - Cultural program with hotel stays centered around the 3-day
International Meeting of Young Scientists of the UNESCO Associated Schools. Students present projects at the UNESCO
Meeting and tour historical sites and landmarks in and around Lisbon, Portugal. Applicants must have a strong interest in
the conference topic for that year. Applications become available in the spring prior to travel from Ms. Pavao at pavaos@
newton.k12.ma.us. Frequency: Annual - Dates of Travel: 1 week in January. A detailed program overview can be found
here: https://pavaos.wixsite.com/nshsunesco

Global Communities Travel Programs

Periodically, the Global Communities program offers senior capstone travel experiences. Destinations are chosen
collaboratively by students and teachers and have included Sweden, Cuba, Morocco, and more. Students perform
research while abroad for their particular senior capstone project. Trips are sometimes opened to students not enrolled
in Global Communities. The program also occasionally offers trips specifically for sophomores and juniors, depending on
student interest.

Newton Public Schools Chapter 74 Career & Technical Education (CTE) Programs

Newton Public Schools affords its students the opportunity to experience a variety of Career & Technical Education (CTE)
programs. Students who pursue a Chapter 74 CTE Program of Study may earn a Certificate of Program Completion in
the career area studied in addition to a high school diploma. If one of the Chapter 74 Programs is a career area of serious
interest for a student (whether after college or right out of high school) and the student is willing to commit to commuting
to and from South and North, the student should pursue a Chapter 74 exploratory course that is offered at North. This
avenue will allow for a smoother transition into a major for the chosen CTE program, all of which are housed at North. For
students who are not sure about their future endeavors but would like to sample a variety of career interests and would

8



prefer to not commute back and forth between the two high schools, they should register for the career area electives
offered at South. If after taking career area electives at South a student believes he/she would like to continue studying
a career area that is one of our CTE programs and will commit commuting to and from South and North, the student’s
counselor and the Director of CTE will work to ensure the student is enrolled in the CTE program of interest at North; this
interest should be shared with the counselor and Director at the time of course registration. . Transportation, although
provided, does require a little extra effort, but it is a small price to pay in comparison to the benefits! More detailed
information about the Chapter 74 CTE programs is located in the back of this book, as well as online in the Opportunities
Book for Newton North High School.

Work-Study Program

Newton South offers opportunities to a limited number of students to supplement their academic experiences by
incorporating employment into the learning process. Programs are available in art, stage, maintenance, business,
and childcare. For more detailed information, students should refer to the specific subject areas, and the appropriate
department chairperson.

STUDENT SUPPORTS AT NEWTON SOUTH

There are a number of supports, both academic, and social and emotional, that are available to all students:

Advisory

Advisories are a cohort of students that meet on Mondays to get to know one another and a teacher in a non-academic
setting. These cohorts, which stay together for all four years of high school, provide support for one another through the
transitions that are part of high school, work on improving the school climate through community service projects, do
activities that foster our school’s core values, and last, but not least, have fun together by playing games and relaxing.

9th grade Clusters

9th grade Clusters aim to ease the transition to high school and to promote connections between and among students
and teachers. Clusters are made up of teachers in the History, English, and Science departments who collectively share
students and are designed to foster consistent communication among teachers, students, parents, and counselors. The
goal of the collaboration during weekly meetings is to help students meet the ninth grade expectations in History, English,
and Science classes.

WIN Block

WIN Block is an opportunity for students to sign up for learning opportunities providing “What | Need” three times a
week, in between the first and second instructional blocks on Wednesday and Friday and after the last scheduled class
period on Thursday. It is a time when students can meet with their teachers for extra help or to make-up work, participate
in social emotional learning opportunities, or elect from amongst other enrichment learning opportunities. All staff are
required to be available to assist students during two of the three WIN Blocks.

Lion Block

Lion Block meets at the end of the day on Tuesday, and is an opportunity for student clubs and activities to meet, as well
as for teachers to hold optional learning and enrichment activities.

Department Help Centers are located around the school and offer students the opportunity for assistance during the
school day. Currently, help centers are available in English (Writing Center), Mathematics (Math Center), and Science
(Science Help Center). For more information, talk to your subject area teacher or the appropriate department head.

The Student Support Center

The Student Support Center is a classroom that is open for Small Studies. Rather than being in Directed Studies, which
have 20+ students, students are referred to Small Studies based on a recommendation from a teacher in a subject where
they are either struggling to keep up or simply need an opportunity to re-learn specific material in order to understand

the concepts. During Small Studies, students either work on assignments sent by their teachers in a small focused study
group (5-7 students with one teacher) or they work one-on-one with a peer tutor (if one is available). Students have
access to textbooks, computers, and a printer. The students’ progress is re-evaluated every eight to ten weeks.



SERVICES
Counseling

Before entering the ninth grade, each student is assigned a counselor for the entire four-year period. Counselors support
students’ academic and social-emotional development with an emphasis on wellness and balance. They also help
students learn about themselves - their interests, aptitudes, and talents. The department’s goal is to assist every student
with the normal developmental tasks that all adolescents undertake. Planning for the future is an important aspect of
counseling. This is done in a variety of ways and includes examining available options and helping students on their way
to becoming independent, self-confident adults. Career and college planning constitutes a major focus of the department.
Detailed information is available on the Newton South website under “Counseling”.

College and Career Center

The College & Career Center is located within the Student Center/Cafeteria and is staffed by a full time professional
school/college counselor. The College & Career Counselor works closely with school counselors, students, parents &
caregivers providing comprehensive career and college planning assistance to students in grades 9-12. Students are
encouraged to drop in and ask questions and explore the many resources. Families & caregivers, along with students,
may schedule appointments for individual conferences. Whether a student is interested in finding a job, internship or
volunteer opportunity, seeking scholarships or needs advice in applying to college, a wide variety of resources are
available including Chromebooks, career-related publications, armed forces materials, gap year and standardized testing
(SAT/ACT) information. Each spring and fall the Center hosts group meetings with juniors and seniors, respectively with
college representatives. Annual volunteer and trade fairs are held during lunches in December and March. Students are
encouraged to actively engage in the Center’s programming and activities to explore how their interests and skills align
with their personal and educational goals.

Athletics, Clubs, and other Activities

In addition to the regular program of studies, students are encouraged to participate in the rich program of athletics,
clubs, and other activities offered at Newton South. It is important for students to consider their co-curricular interests and
commitments in planning their program.

Newton Summer School

Students may take courses on a full-credit basis at Newton Summer School, which is part of Newton Community
Education. Information is available online and includes details on offerings, fees, and start dates for summer courses.
Visit:http://www2.newtoncommunityed.org/. You may also call 617-559-6999 or email staff@newtoncommunityed.org.
Most courses taken in summer school count for academic credit and appear on the student’s transcript, however grades
from summer school are not included in GPA calculations. See your counselor for specific details.

The summer school provides a wide selection of courses designed to provide enrichment and to help students improve
academic foundations or to retake a course previously failed.

Library

The Newton South High School Library is an innovative learning center designed to support the academic goals of

the school and to foster a culture of reading among our students. The physical space has resources for students

to use as they explore, learn, and create while at school. The virtual space allows students to access high quality,
reliable information resources (e.g, databases) and pleasure reading (ebooks and audiobooks) on a 24/7 basis. Under
the guidance of professional librarians, NSHS students become effective and responsible users of a wide variety of
information with the goal of becoming independent learners and critical evaluators of information. To achieve this, the
library staff partners with classroom teachers to provide research-related instruction using library resources. Each fall,
the library welcomes ninth grade students through library orientations. During these orientations, students learn about
the resources available in the library and how to access them. Throughout the year, teachers from all grade levels and
subject areas bring their classes to the library for academic research, information literacy instruction, and book selection
for independent reading. Librarians also meet regularly with students one-on-one to assist them with research, citation,
and book recommendations. All resources, including the online catalog and current research projects, are available on the
library website: http://nshslibrary.newton.k12.ma.us.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION

Department Requirements

The Newton School Committee sets requirements for graduation at Newton North and Newton South High Schools.
Beginning in 2022-2023, students must earn a minimum of 243 credits in order to graduate and meet the requirements
listed below. In addition to the subjects listed below, students, especially those planning to continue their formal education
after high school, are strongly advised to study world languages.

English

48 credits

Science

science)

24 credits (12 in biological science and 12 in physical

History and Social Science

36 credits (includes 12 credits in United States History)

Mathematics 24 credits
Fine, Performing & Technical Arts 12 credits
Art, Business, Family & Consumer Science, Media

Arts, Music, Drama,Speech, Computer Programming,

Journalism, and Technical Education

Wellness 15 credits

The remaining 84 credits required to get to 243 can be earned through electives or other course offerings.

Credits

Credits are assigned to courses depending on the frequency of meeting and preparation required.

3x per week courses

2021-2022 and prior

2022-2023 and beyond

Full year courses

5.0 credits

12.0 credits

Semester courses 2.5 credits 6.0 credits
Non-Wellness quarter 1.25 credits 3.0 credits
courses

Wellness quarter courses 1.0 credits 3.0 credits

Teach Assistants, Peer
Tutors, Independent
Studies

2.5/1.25/0.625 (based on
length of course)

6.0/3.0/1.5 (based on
length of course)

All courses, minimum credit,and graduation requirements listed in the Program of Studies reflect the new credit system.
Courses that meet fewer than 3 blocks per week will be awarded prorated credit.

Students will be required to take a minimum of 72 credits, although juniors and seniors who are committed to extra
curricular activities are allowed to enroll in a minimum of 66 credits with Dean approval. These activities must be
supervised by faculty/staff, be connected to the curriculum, and have a definite product or concluding performance.
Examples of such activities include interscholastic school sports, school publications, theater (directing, acting or tech
crew), science/math teams, Model UN, Mock Trial, speech team, school supervised community service, school supervised
tutoring, and summer school. Students should see their guidance counselor for more information about taking 66 credits
along with extra curricular activities.
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MCAS Graduation Requirement

In addition to the requirements set by the Newton School Committee, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires
that students seeking to earn a high school diploma must earn their competency determination in English Language
Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and Science and Technology/Engineering. This is earned through the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System, or MCAS.

The Science MCAS is taken in grade 9 and the ELA and Math MCAS are taken in grade 10. Students who do not pass
the MCAS tests may retake these tests in future school years. Students may also be able to earn their competency
determination through an alternate assessment.

For more information about MCAS graduation requirements, please visit the Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education’s website here: https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html

Course Details

Our school is committed to building course structures that support the mental health of our students and that promote
equity in our educational offerings as an actively anti-racist school.

Multi-Level Courses
A multi-level course is a single classroom with the same teacher(s) in which students are enrolled in more than one level
of the course (College Prep, Advanced College Prep, Honors).

While there are some classes that have run as multi-level courses for many years and are well known to students, Newton
South may make the decision to run other multi-level courses after registration occurs in order to meet our student
requests and address equity concerns.

We believe in the power of multi-level courses because they:

+  Provide a rich experience for students within a diverse learning community.

+ Increase access and equity for all students by dismantling structures where implicit bias results in inadvertently
sorting students by race, gender, and/or socioeconomic status based on the subject area and level.

+  Provide students with access to support and opportunity for challenge in the same learning community.

+  Allow Newton South to offer classes that may not have enough enroliment to run as single-level classes.

Students should sign up for courses and levels that meet their need for support and challenge. If a student has specific
concerns about multi-level courses, they may speak to the department chair.

Course Levels

College Preparatory (CP)

Students working at the college preparatory level are progressing towards greater independence as they tackle content
through inquiry, problem solving, critical thinking and reading and writing. In some courses, co-teaching might allow for
more individualized attention as students develop these skills.

Advanced College Preparatory (ACP)
Students working at the Advanced College Preparatory level generally approach content with a solid degree of
independence through inquiry, problem solving and critical thinking skills.

The SAM option in ACP courses enables students who are still developing the skills necessary to succeed in an ACP
class the opportunity to take an ACP class. The goal of this program is to allow students to Stretch intellectually, Aim for
excellence and Make progress (SAM).

Honors (H)

At the Honors level, students not only approach course content independently, but use their inquiry, problem-solving, and
critical thinking skills to explore associated topics and themes beyond the scope of the Advanced College Preparatory
curriculum.
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No Level (N)
Courses designated as “No Level” will receive standard letter grades. Other than those taken in the ninth grade, grades in
“No Level” classes will be included in a student’s GPA.

Pass-Fail (P-F)
Classes designated as “Pass-Fail” will receive a grade of a P, F, or, in some cases, A. Pass-Fail courses are not included
in a student’s GPA calculation.

Grading Scale

Grades are given quarterly. In addition to term grades, a student will receive a year-end summative grade and, for
those courses giving final exams, a final exam grade at the end of the course. Newton South High School calculates an
unweighted grade point average (GPA). GPA is computed three times:
«  Atfter the second term of junior year (includes grades from the end of sophomore year and the first two quarters
of junior year)
« At the beginning of senior year
«  Atter the first two terms of senior year.

GPA does not include the ninth grade year, Wellness courses, any course with level P-F, classes taken during summer
school, or classes taken at other institutions.

40 =A 2.7 =B- 1.3 =D+
3.7 =A- 2.3 =C+ 1.0 =D
3.3 =B+ 20 =C 0.7 =D-
3.0 =B 1.7 =C- 0.0 =F

Due to the challenges of COVID-19, a different grading scale was applied to the 2020-2021 school year only:

Grading Scale for 2020-2021

A: (Advanced) Student engages fully with the material and with the classroom community, uses feedback to improve
performance, reflects on growth, and is able to independently and consistently demonstrate knowledge and mastery of
skills.

B: (Proficient) Student engages significantly with the material and with the classroom community, uses feedback to
improve performance, reflects on growth, and is able to independently demonstrate knowledge and mastery of skills.
Student may demonstrate some inconsistency in different skill or content areas.

P: (Emerging) Student demonstrates proficiency in learning with teacher and or peer guidance and feedback. Student
needs to show more consistency and independence in foundational knowledge and skill use. Student may also engage
partially with the material and the class community, sometimes using feedback to improve performance and reflect on
growth.

NG: (Beginning) Student shows limited to no engagement with the material and class community. There is not enough
work to elicit meaningful feedback from the teacher, providing little to no opportunity for growth, and there is minimal
evidence of development of targeted sKills.
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COLLEGE ADMISSION PROCESS

Reports To Colleges

With the signed request of students or parents, Newton South High School sends the following information, either
electronically or by mail, to colleges: courses taken at NSHS, final grades, course credits, GPA, the school profile, and

the counselor’s statement (an expansion and interpretation of the transcript in terms of personal dimensions). All of the
information supplied to colleges except for the counselor’s statement is available to students for their review. In response
to the general college requirement for a report of mid-year status, copies of the second term report card and updated GPA
are forwarded automatically to those colleges to which application for admission has been made.

SELECTING A PROGRAM

We recommend that students plan their program for the four years of high school. A good program is one that provides
appropriate challenge and balance. While each course may be individually appropriate, the whole program may be too
demanding or not challenging enough. It is important to have balance among courses in different subjects and to select
courses in areas of established interest and in new areas that broaden students’ horizons. It is best to start with a basic
program which includes subjects/courses required for graduation and which prepare students for their postsecondary
endeavors. However, please pay careful attention in planning for electives.

Registration and Scheduling

Registration and scheduling is structured in a way to promote equitable access to opportunities within the school and to
encourage a balance in terms of the breadth and depth of student choice. Newton South High School builds the school-
wide schedule based on requests made by students. Our process has allowed the majority of students to receive all of the
courses they request. Consequently, student requests impact the number of courses and sections of each course that the
school is able to run. This impacts staffing decisions which are made in the spring of each school year. In order to meet
the needs of students, appropriately staff the building, create optimal class sizes, and remain within budget constraints,
students can not change their registration requests after the Verification period has closed in April.

Phase One: Registration (February/March)

+  Program of Studies is released

+ During the registration and verification process, students are encouraged to consult with their parents/guardians,
counselors, teachers, and department heads (if necessary) to determine the proper courses for them to take.

+  Students should carefully consider course choices to provide appropriate challenge and support within courses
and across their schedule because it will not be possible to make changes after the Verification process.

+  Teachers will talk about the course recommendation process in each of their classes and provide students
with the opportunity to discuss their individual course recommendations. Then, teachers will enter course
recommendations for students into Aspen.

+  Students will enter elective course requests into Aspen

+  School counselors will meet with students to check requests for completeness and accuracy

Phase Two: Course Request Verification (early April)

«  Students will receive their official registration cards in Aspen. These cards will include the courses the teachers
recommended and the courses the students added themselves.

+ Students can make changes to their officially requested courses during the Verification Period. In cases where a
change requires a teacher recommendation, students will need to see the appropriate teacher and the teacher
will initiate the change. All other changes can take through a guidance counselor or submission of the Verification
Period Change Form. Students do not make changes themselves in Aspen,

+  All students will “sign” the Verification Period Form, either to acknowledge that their requests are correct or to
submit changes

«  After this point, no changes to requests are allowed
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Phase Three: Building Schedules (late April/early May)
+  Department heads work together to determine the number of sections of each course that will be offered based
on the number of students requesting each course and budgetary constraints on the building.
+  The 2022-2023 schedule is built with the goal of maximizing the number of students who receive the maximum
number of requested courses, while minimizing the number of conflicts
+  Counselors will reach out to students directly if there is a unresolvable scheduling conflict

Phase Four: Error Correction through Google Form (Summer)
+ In early August, students will receive a class list in Aspen. This class list will include all the classes on a student’s
schedule, but does not include blocks or teachers.
+  Students can report errors through a Google form shared with students via email. Errors include:
Missing required course
Scheduled for wrong level (will be verified by Department Head)
Underenrolled (under 72 credits, or 66 credits for upperclassmen with Dean approval)
Unbalanced semester loads
Enrolled in the same course twice
Scheduled for a course you've already taken
+ Any requests that are not deemed as an error or will require consultation with a guidance counselor will be
referred to Arena Scheduling

ookrwN~

Phase Five: Arena Scheduling For Schedule Changes (September)

In early September, Newton South will hold an Arena Day for scheduling changes. Students with errors that require
consultation can come speak to their guidance counselor in person to address the scheduling issue.

Only schedule issues deemed as errors will be processed at Arena Day.

Course Changes

The pages that follow include a diverse array of course offerings from which students can choose. In order to ensure
that the school’s master schedule is built in a way to accommodate the preferences of as many students as possible, it
is imperative that students take time and care in making their initial course requests. Student-initiated requests to add or
drop classes are subject to the following deadlines:

Add Deadline Drop Deadline

Full Year Courses September 30th Midpoint of the first term

Three weeks after the start of the
course

Semester Courses Midpoint of the first term of the course

Two weeks after the start of the | Three weeks (of class meetings) after the

Quarter Courses .
course course begins

Students may initiate drops up to and including the first deadline above without having a final grade recorded on report
card or transcript. Courses that are dropped after this deadline will be graded as a W. For GPA computation, a W carries
no weight. Students are reminded that all final grades are included on the students’ report cards and transcripts.

All course drops and adds must be approved by the appropriate department head. Deans and department heads may
also make exceptions to this deadline in extenuating circumstances.
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9th GRADE COURSE OFFERINGS

9th grade students are able to enroll in the courses listed
below. The symbol @ is also located next to the course

descriptions.

Business
111F/SS
112F/SS

Introduction to Business
Personal Finance

ELL: English Language Learners
All courses should be chosen in consultation with ELL staff

English
2118
21118
2128
213S
2131S
261F/SS
2760F/SS
276F/SS

Ninth-Grade English

Ninth-Grade English

Ninth-Grade English

Literature and World History
Literature and World History
Introduction to Publications
Public Speaking and Presentation
Public Speaking and Presentation

Family and Consumer Sciences

501QS
502QS
503QS
504QS
505QS
506QS
506F/SS
507F/SS
511F/SS
512F/SS
521F/SS

Healthy Cooking and Baking

Sports Nutrition

International Cuisine AAAE
International Cuisine EA
Intermediate Intl Cuisine
Sustainable Agriculture & Food Sys
Sustainable Agriculture & Food Sys
Culinary Arts Exploratory

Fashion, Clothing, Design & Const. 1
Fashion, Clothing, Design & Const. 2
Child Development

Fine & Performing Arts: Art

020F/SS
021F.SS

Art Foundations
2D Explorations

ACP
ACP

ACP
ACP(SAM)
CcP

ACP
ACP(SAM)
ACP

H

ACP

ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP

ACP
ACP

*Explorations classes can be taken concurrently with 020F/SS & 090F/SS

041F/SS

3D Explorations

ACP

*Explorations classes can be taken concurrently with 020F/SS & 090F/SS

061F.SS

Ceramics Explorations

ACP

*Explorations classes can be taken concurrently with 020F/SS & 090F/SS

081F/SS

Photography Explorations

*Explorations classes can be taken concurrently with 020F/SS & 090F/SS

091F/SS

Media Arts Explorations

ACP

*Explorations classes can be taken concurrently with 020F/SS & 090F/SS

Fine & Performing Arts: Music

701SS
711F/SS
721FS
72208
722S
72408
724S
726F/SS
727F/SS
731S
731F/SS
736F/SS
743F/SS

AP Music Theory 1
Music Technology & Composition
Concert Band
Symphonic Band
Symphonic Band
String Orchestra
String Orchestra
Chamber Ensemble
Sonata Duo

Jazz Improv 1

Jazz Improv 1

Lab Jazz Ensemble
Vocal Ensemble

Fine & Performing Arts: Theatre

270F/SS
270QS
2760F/SS
276F/SS
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Acting Foundations
Acting Foundations
Public Speaking and Presentation
Public Speaking and Presentation

ACP
ACP

ACP

ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP
ACP

ACP
ACP

ACP

278F/SS
278QS

Technical Theatre Studio
Technical Theatre Studio

History and Social Sciences
4118 World History |

41118 World History |
41128 World History |
4128 World History |
4138 World History and Literature
4131S World History and Literature

Mathematics

601S Math 1

611S Math 1 Acc

621S Math 1

631S Math 1

641S Foundations of Math

Computer Programming

ACP
ACP

ACP
ACP(SAM)
cP
CcP
ACP
ACP (SAM)

ACP
ACP

CP

650F/SS Intro to Object Oriented Programming  ACP
Science

811S Physics | ACP
8128 Physics | CP
813S Physics & Engineering Projects ACP
8132S Physics & Engineering Projects CP
890S Introductory Physics Study ACP
890F/SS Introductory Physics Study F/S ACP
Technical Education and Engineering

551F/SS Architecture | ACP
552F/SS Architecture Il ACP
553F/SS CAD and 3D Modeling ACP
561F/SS Freshman Engineering ACP
565F/SS Robotics | ACP
566F/SS Robotics Il ACP
575QS Electronics ACP
578F/SS Graphic Design | ACP
579F/SS Graphic Design Il ACP
581F/SS Woodworking | ACP
582F/SS Woodworking Il ACP
Wellness

771QS Ninth-Grade Wellness N
772QS Ninth-Grade Health N
World Language

3418 Chinese 1 ACP
3428 Chinese 2 ACP
311AS Novice French 1 ACP
311BS Novice French 2 ACP
3128 Intermediate French 2 ACP
3518 Latin 1 ACP
361S Russian 1 ACP
362S Russian 2 ACP
381AS Novice Spanish 1 ACP
381B Novice Spanish 2 ACP
3828 Intermediate Spanish 2 ACP
All School

906FS METCO Advisory P-F

Career and Technical Education Exploratory Programs
(at Newton North) - Please see chart on page 73



Course Offerings

The course offerings described in this Program of Studies specify the course number, the meeting times per week, the
number of credits to be earned, and the level of the course. There is also a brief description of the course content and
expectations.

Courses for ninth graders (symbol on classes) are offered at different levels, but grades earned in courses taken during
ninth grade are not included in grade point average. Courses for tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades are offered at the
following levels: Honors, Advanced College Preparatory, College Preparatory, or No level. When more than one level

of a course is offered, whether in the same or separate sections, the expectations differ for those students within those
different levels. A student’s level in a course is determined by the recommendation of the subject teacher from the
previous year. If, after conferring with the teacher, the student and parent disagree with a teacher’s recommendation, they
may appeal to the appropriate department head.

Not all courses listed in this Program of Studies will be taught during the 2022-2023 academic year. Registration requests
must be sufficient to justify scheduling a course. Students should select alternate choices for each course other than the
core courses. In scheduling elective courses, preference is given to upperclassmen who may need to fulfill graduation
requirements. Due to scheduling constraints, students may have to choose between courses that are offered at the

same time. In cases where conflicts exist, students need to prioritize their course selections by working closely with their
guidance counselor.

COURSE LINE DESCRIPTION KEY

a. Introduction to Business b. (Grades 9 - 12)
c. 111F/SS d. Semester e. Credits: 6 f. Level: ACP
9.9

a. Name of course

b. Grade, prerequisites, corequisites: This information will tell you the grade levels that may take the course, and if
there are prerequisite or corequisites course requirements.

c. Course Number: This number is used in the registration process to identify the specific course. The exact course
number is important, as it can sometimes indicate the specific level or length of course. In some cases, # may replace

a course number to indicate that registration for this course is not open during normal registration. Please see the
description for instructions on how to participate in these courses. Most require students to request the course in the fall,
after their schedule has been published.

d. Length of course: This indicates if a course is offered as a Full Year, Semester, or Quarter course. If courses are only
offered during specific semesters or quarters, it will be noted.

e. Credits: The number of credits earned for successful completion of the course

f. Level: This indicates if the curriculum level is College Prep (CP), Advanced College Prep (ACP), Honors (H), No Level
(N) or Pass-Fail (P-F).

g. Miscellaneous information:

©® Course is open to 9th graders

* Course fulfills Fine, Performing and Technical Arts requirement

A Course is part of an Interdisciplinary Studies program (see pg 6 for more details)
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BUSINESS

Course offerings in the Business and Technology Department are designed to provide students with the opportunity to learn
business and computer literacy skills basic to personal, school, and career activities, prepare students for courses taken
at the college level, and develop the students’ understanding of current business events and how they relate to everyday
adult life.

Introduction to Business (Grades 9 - 12)

111F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
© * Introduction to Business introduces students to the world of business and provides insights into how
businesses operate. This course explores how businesses are organized and managed. Students will develop
an understanding of the economic theory of supply and demand. Students will also investigate the production,
marketing, and finance decisions of the business manager. Students will use a marketplace simulation program to
test their business theories.Students must take this course before enrolling in specialized business courses.

Personal Finance (Grades 9 - 12)

112F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
©* Personal Finance focuses on the personal financial decisions facing young adults today and throughout
their lifetime. Included but not limited to, getting a job, purchasing a car, housing options, banking skills, college
financial planning, obtaining and managing good credit, budgeting skills, saving skills, taxes, investment options,
consumer skills and retirement planning. Students will gain a broad overview of financial analysis principles such
as risk management, time value of money, stocks and bonds. This important course prepares young people to
face “Real-Life” financial responsibilities of the modern world.

Entrepreneurship (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 111F/SS Intro to Business)

113F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
*Entrepreneurship explores the process of creating a real business venture. Students will study the characteristics
and strategies of the entrepreneur. Students will debate various ethical issues in business, and will examine
the legal requirements of business ownership. Students will work in a group setting to develop business ideas,
research market opportunities, and develop marketing and financial plans. Students will use basic accounting
reports to track their business’s progress and to assist in the decision-making process. Groups will prepare a
formal presentation to market their business idea to the class and to the instructor. Individual and collaborative
projects and presentations constitute a significant part of the course work.

Fashion Marketing and Merchandising (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 111F/SS Intro to Business)

114QS Quarter Credits: 3 Level: ACP
*Fashion Marketing and Merchandising brings to life the business aspects of the fashion world. It presents the
basics of market economics, textiles, design, and promotion. It gives an in depth view of the fundamentals and
strategies for retail success. It will stress marketing as the basis for successful fashion merchandising activities
that satisfy the changing consumer market. We will also discuss the many career opportunities related to fashion
and how to prepare for them including entrepreneurship.

Principles of Marketing (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 111F/SS Intro to Business)

116F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
*Principles of Marketing explores product design, pricing, distribution, and promotion strategies utilized by today’s
successful businesses. Students will learn how companies develop target markets through extensive marketing
research methods. Through a “hands-on” approach involving various projects and the exploration of current
events, students gain an understanding of how to make effective marketing decisions. This course provides an
excellent background for those who plan to enroll in a business school in college. Individual and collaborative
projects and presentations constitute a significant part of the course work.
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Financial Planning for Seniors (Grade 12, Grade 11 if space available)

117QS Quarter Credits: 3 Level: ACP
*Financial Planning for Seniors is intended for seniors who will be venturing out on their own in a short time and
will help them with understanding financial literacy and preparing for next steps after high school. This will be a
detailed course which will inform students how individual choices directly influence occupational goals and future
earnings potential. Real world topics covered will include income, money management, spending and credit, as
well as saving and investing. Students will design personal budgets utilizing checking and saving accounts, gain
knowledge in finance, debt and credit management. Students are provided with a foundational understanding for
making informed personal financial decisions leading to financial independence.

Teach Assist Business (Grades 10 - 12)

# Full Year Credit: 6 Level: P-F
# Semester Credit: 3 Level: P-F
# Quarter Credit: 1.5 Level: P-F

Teach Assist Business requires prior approval of the business teacher and the business Department Head. See
page 70 for details on the role and expectations of teaching assistants. Interested students should speak with the
Department Head in the fall.

ELL: ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING

The English language learning courses are offered for students for whom English is not a first language. Placement in these
courses is determined based on previous schooling as well as a score on the WIDA Screener Placement Test. Results of
the assessment are used to determine a student’s English proficiency level and course placement. All courses listed below
should be chosen in consultation with ELL staff.

The ELL Department offers a strong program of academic and English language development courses. These courses have
been developed to align with WIDA standards for English development and can be taken in place of a class offered by the
English or History Departments. Content area courses are also taught in English using sheltered techniques.

Students are required to take an English course each of their four years at Newton South in order to meet the twenty-credit
requirement. The English courses offered through the ELL Department have students enrolled from across grade levels
since courses are leveled by English proficiency. Five levels of English as a Second Language, ranging from emerging to
bridging, are offered. These courses provide rigorous high school level curricula while developing proficiency in all four
areas of the English language: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

English

ELL English 1-2/ Entering/ Emerging (Grades 9 - 12)

151S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
O ELL English 1-2 is for students who are reading and writing at grade level in their native language but are new
to English. Students will use reading comprehension strategies to access beginner-level text and develop listening
skills to understand social and academic English. Students will write paragraphs and short essays as well as
present information about themselves, literature and informational text.

ELL English 3/ Developing (Grades 9 - 12)

153S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
O ELL English 3 builds on skills learned in ELL English 1-2. Students will read a range of texts and produce a
variety of forms of writing. Students learn to use textual evidence to justify or defend ideas and opinions. Students
continue to expand their academic vocabulary in all modes of communication. Activities will help students to
develop their oral presentation skills and acquire study skills (including note-taking and summarizing skills) that
will enhance their ability to learn in all subjects.

ELL English 4/ Expanding (Grades 9 - 12)

154S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
O ELL English 4 is an extension of the skills learned in ELL English 3. Students interpret and analyze a variety of
texts and genres. The class focuses on reading, listening comprehension, speaking and pronunciation skills, and
writing multiple- paragraph compositions that demonstrate organization of ideas, use of a thesis statement, and
supportive elements. Basic research, presentation, and computer skills are also part of the curriculum.
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ELL English 5/ Bridging (Grades 9 - 12)

1558 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
© ELL English 5 prepares students to transition to a mainstream English class. Students learn to analyze
literature and write multi-draft essays of various forms. Emphasis is placed on literary analysis and studying the
conventions of English writing through both personal as well as analytic essays. In this course, English language
learners use their strong vocabulary, grammar, and communication skills more strategically and effectively for
academic purposes.

History

History for English Literacy (Grades 9 - 12)

160S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP
O History for English Literacy Learners is a Common Core guided course offered to newcomers to English who
may have experienced gaps in their schooling and/or need foundational skills in reading and writing. Students
work on developing academic English vocabulary related to both history and modern society. Students study
maps, geography, economics and the structure of governments through individual and group projects.

ELL World History (Grades 9 - 12)

161S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
© ELL World History is designed for students at WIDA levels 1-3. The course follows the mainstream world
history curriculum and is a survey of world history from the golden ages of empires in Europe, Asia, Africa, and
the Americas to the dawning of the industrial age. This course focuses on developing academic literacy skills
through world history texts and materials that are chosen based on the students’ reading levels and background
knowledge. The course pays particular attention to developing students’ reading skills and expanding their
academic vocabulary. Students have an opportunity to learn how to do research, take notes, and present
historical information in class. In addition, students participate in a variety of group and individual projects focused
on particular historical themes.

ELL United States History (Grades 9 - 12)

162S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
O ELL United States History is an intensive U. S. History course for students at WIDA levels 4 and above. In
addition to covering major U.S. history topics, emphasis will be on improving academic study skills, vocabulary,
reading comprehension and writing ability. Students begin by gaining foundational language through the study of
geography, climate and location during early American History. The course will also explore the political, economic
and social history of the U.S. through the 20th century. Students will use a variety of materials including primary
and secondary sources and U.S. History texts. Students will be required to conduct research, write analytical and
biographical essays as well as participate in seminar-like classes.

Academic Study

ELL Academic Study (Grades 9 - 12)
165FS Semester 1 Credits: 6 Level: P-F
166SS Semester 2 Credits: 6 Level: P-F

O ELL Academic Study is a class providing supports to students in their ELL and mainstream courses and
provides additional English language instruction. Individual or group work in a small group setting is available for
students who can study independently.

ELL Independent Study (Grades 11 - 12)

# Full Year Credit: 6 Level: P-F
# Semester Credit: 3 Level: P-F
# Quarter Credit: 1.5 Level P-F

Under special circumstances, a student may be placed in an independent study to achieve specifically designated
goals, under the supervision of a teacher. Enroliment only after consultation with ELL staff. Interested students
should speak with the Department Head in the fall.
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Bilingual Academic Peer Education (Grades 11 - 12)

917S Full Year Credit:6 Level: P-F
917F/SS Semester Credit: 3 Level: P-F
917QS Quarter Credit: 1.5 Level P-F

Bilingual Academic Peer Education is for fluently bilingual juniors and seniors who are in good academic standing.
Students learn basic tutoring techniques and apply them in a bilingual classroom setting. Sections meet twice a
week concurrently with an ELL Academic Study class and are limited to 2 students per section. Students will need
the signature of their counselor and an ELL teacher to be eligible. The ELL Program coordinator makes the final
decision based on recommendations as well as the language and academic needs of currently enrolled students.
Interested students should speak with the Department Head in the fall.

ENGLISH

All full-time students are required to take an English course each semester of attendance and must earn at least 48 credits
in English before graduation. Seniors may elect an additional yearlong course if space is available. The English Department
curriculum consists of yearlong courses. Students may take Honors-level courses in their sophomore, junior, and senior
years. In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, there are options that link the study of English with the study of history. These
courses must be taken along with their history equivalents. Not all students who request these courses will necessarily be
placed in them, as sections are limited. Students who enter the courses must make a serious commitment to remain in these
courses, since if either the English or the history is later changed, the linked class must also be changed. All courses use
an antiracist lens to study literature.

Ninth-Grade English

Students entering grade nine take one of the following courses according to placement suggested in grade eight.
Students study literature, writing skills, grammar, and vocabulary in each course. During the summer preceding ninth
grade, students will fulfill the outside reading requirements from our summer reading list.

Ninth-Grade English

211S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2111S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP (SAM)
212S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

O In Ninth-Grade English, students will learn to read thoughtfully and accurately and to write fluently with well-
structured paragraphs, complete sentences, varied sentence patterns, and correct grammar and mechanics.
Readings in the course may include Romeo and Juliet, The Hate U Give, The Catcher in the Rye, When the
Emperor Was Divine, The House on Mango Street, Of Mice and Men, | Know Why The Caged Bird Sings, short
stories, poetry, and essays that expose students to multiple voices and perspectives. Students study analytical
and creative writing, sentence composing, vocabulary, mechanics and usage, speaking, and listening. All students
will complete multiple formative and summative writing assignments, including a larger analytical paper.

Literature and World History (Corequisite: 413S or 4131S World History and Literature)
213S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
21318 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP (SAM)
O Literature and World History covers all of the elements of English 211, but makes an attempt to connect literary
themes with history where possible. For example, the course relates RFomeo and Juliet to the Renaissance and
other issues in history units to more modern works of literature such as The House on Mango Street, Aristotle and
Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, The Best We Could Do, and The Sun is Also a Star. Throughout the
year, students will work on interdisciplinary projects that combine historical analysis with usage and composition
skills. Intended for students with good reading and writing skills, the course explores works of literature alongside
history textbooks and supplementary sources. Students will write at least two major papers, a research paper for
World History and a literary analysis for Literature, following similar research, writing, and revision procedures.
Students requesting this course must also select an alternate choice.
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Sophomore English

Students entering grade ten take one of the following yearlong recommended courses according to the placement
suggested in grade nine. This placement is based on a student’s writing and reading ability, a disciplined work ethic, and
their response to an essay prompt. All sophomores complete a unit on public speaking, during which they prepare and
deliver a 4-6-minute speech. All tenth grade classes cover the skills appearing on the MCAS exam.

Sophomore English (Grade 10)

220S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
221S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2212S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP
222S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

In Sophomore English, students will increase their fundamental skills in reading and writing. Students do
considerable work in sentence composing, grammar, usage, vocabulary, and analytic writing. They read

from a variety of genres, study important background sources, and complete outside reading requirements.
Representative texts include A Midsummer Night's Dream, Antigone, Things Fall Apart, Homegoing, Exit West,
Persepolis, In The Time of the Butterflies, selected poetic works, and short stories. All students in this course will
prepare and present to their class a 4-6-minute persuasive speech.

Global Justice Communities: World Literature 10 (Grade 10, Corequisite: 4240S or 4241S or 4242S Global Justice: Modern World

History)

2240S Full year Credits: 12 Level: H
22418 Full year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
22428 Full year Credits: 12 Level: CP

A Are you interested in participating in a small community with a cohort of people interested in social justice
issues? Global Justice Communities: World Literature 10 explores literature through its historical context,
matching the history curriculum with the English one. Global justice includes collaborative, interdisciplinary
projects, as well as more traditional writing assignments. Focusing on community and citizenship, Global Justice
considers the ways that world literature reflects, critiques, and challenges unjust power structures throughout
history. All three levels of Global classes meet together in one classroom. Students requesting this course
must also select an alternate choice.

New Media Communities: English 10 (Grade 10, Corequisite: History 4250S or 4251S or 4252S NMC: Modern World History)
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2250S Full year Credits: 12 Level: H
2251S Full year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
22528 Full year Credits: 12 Level: CP

A How does the media affect our understanding of the world around us? And how can making media allow us

to shape that world into the place we want it to be? New Media Communities: English 10 is an interdisciplinary,
project-based course that combines the traditional reading and writing of 10th grade English with media analysis
and media production. In 10th grade, students will focus on media literacy skills and audio production, learning
how to write, perform, and edit podcasts, audiobooks, and sound collages (in addition to miscellaneous smaller
media-related projects). Best of all, NMC10 students will produce a 3-8 minute podcast for submission to the
annual NPR Student Podcast Challenge, a national competition. Students read will also use an anti-racist lens
to study the literature of colonization and revolution, reading Homegoing, Things Fall Apart, Exit West, and In
The Time Of The Buitterflies to better understand the world we’re living in today. If you are creative, collaborative,
and want a uniquely participatory English/History experience, NMC is for you! Students requesting this course
must also select an alternate choice.



Junior English

Students entering grade eleven take one of the following yearlong courses according to the placement recommended
in grade ten. Every junior English course emphasizes reading in American literature to complement American history
courses that students also take in grade eleven. Students will complete a major creative writing piece.

Junior English (Grade 11)

230S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
231S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2312S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP
232S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

The core of Junior English is an exploration of American literature and the nature of the American experience.
Texts may include poetry or works by Gene Luen Yang, Celeste Ng, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zora Neale Hurston,
Arthur Miller, Frederick Douglass, Sherman Alexie, Toni Morrison, and Tim O’Brien. Junior English builds
upon principles of sentence composing, grammar, mechanics, and usage introduced in the sophomore year
and introduces more sophisticated stylistic principles. Students acquire increased skill in longer analytic and
comparative essays and the thematic treatment of literature.

Global Justice: American Literature (Grade 11, must be paired with: 4340S or 4341S or 4342S Global Justice: US History)

2340S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
2341S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2342S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

A Global Justice Communities: American Literature is a continuation of the tenth grade Global Justice course. We
will use American literature to ask questions about race, class, gender, sexual orientation, and American society.

What is our obligation to our communities—local and global? How do we create a more just society? This class is

open to new students (who did not join the program in 10th grade) on a space available basis.

New Media Communities: English 11 (Grade 11, Corequisite: 4350S or 4251S or 4352S NMC: US History)

2350S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
2351S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2352S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

A How does American society “see” itself through the lens of its media? And how can creating images help us

to shape America into a more just, equitable place? New Media Communities: English 11 is an interdisciplinary,
project-based course that combines the traditional reading and writing of 11th grade English with media
analysis and media production. In 11th grade, students will focus on anti-racist media criticism and documentary
filmmaking, learning how to write scripts, film and edit images, interview subjects, and collaborate efficiently with
peers and adults. In addition to smaller media-production projects, all 11th grade NMC students will produce a
final 8-12 minute documentary that will be submitted to local student film festivals. Students will celebrate the
richness of the American voice in books like Everything | Never Told You and Song of Solomon, and judge the
truth or fiction of the American Dream in documentary films like Minding The Gap and The Queen of Versailles.
NMC11 is the culmination of work in the New Media program and will challenge its students to live up to the
demands of citizenship in the 21st century.

Senior English

All students will select a year-long English course. The focus of each course is different (see listings below), but all contain
four common elements: 1) Instruction in personal essay writing, generally toward the start of the year; 2) a multi-page
essay synthesizing several texts, in third and fourth terms; 3) a creative piece for the Heintzelman creative writing contest,
typically due in mid-March; and 4) a reflective essay, in mid-to-late May. Students requesting these courses must also
select an alternate choice.
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Senior Honors Courses

AP English Literature and Composition (Grade 12)

250S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H

AP English Literature and Composition is a course for seniors who have been recommended to continue studying
English at the honors level. The course encompasses the recommendations of the Advanced Placement program
of the College Board. Classes discuss problems in mechanics and usage as they arise. The copious and detailed
readings may include independent reading projects in the work of a single author and a major project in poetry.
Representative titles include Dubliners, Pride and Prejudice, Selected Stories of Franz Kafka, To the Lighthouse,
Heart of Darkness, King Lear, and selected essays by a variety of authors. Students will be expected to read an
outside reading book each month.

AP English Language and Composition (Grade 12)

260S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H

AP English Language and Composition is a course for students recommended to study English at the honors
level. Students study advanced composition and analysis of language at a level equivalent to an introductory
college course, with a focus on nonfiction and journalism by reviewing pressing topics in the public discourse

and weighing how these events are being rendered to their intended audiences. In the process of refining their
awareness of language and the writer’s craft, students will write publishable works and read established writers
from a variety of publications and fields, covering topics ranging from childrearing to athletics, from misinformation
to partisan media. The rigor of the course is designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement
examination in English Language and Composition; all enrolled students are encouraged to take that exam.

Senior Mixed-Level, ACP, and CP Courses

Contemporary Literature (Grade 12)

241S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

24128 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP
Contemporary Literature examines our complex modern world through the lens of various genres,including,

but not limited to, historical fiction, the realistic novel, and non-fiction. Literary works will include high-interest
texts from the 20th and 21st centuries, with possible texts including Different Seasons by Stephen King,
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut, The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, and Wench by Dolan Perkins
Valdes. Students will continue their work on textual analysis and analytical, personal, and creative writing. Critical
thinking, effective rhetoric, vocabulary, and writing strategies also are important components of this course.

Shakespeare (Grade 12)
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2430S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H

243S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

Does reading Shakespeare sometimes feel like reading in another language? Do you want the skills to read
Shakespeare on your own and impress your friends? Shakespeare is a survey course that includes the study of
William Shakespeare’s life and times, his sonnets, and his plays. The year will include the reading and study of
the tragedies Hamlet and Othello, in addition to at least one of his comedies and one of his history plays. We will
watch film versions of his plays, as well as act out and write scenes of our own. There is no requirement for you to
be an experienced and confident reader of Shakespeare already, only that you are willing to earnestly explore the
sometimes challenging language of Shakespeare’s poems and plays. Students taking the class for honors credit
should expect to both read an additional play each term and listen to or read related scholarly criticism related to
course reading.



Global Justice English: Words that Change the World (Grade 12, Prerequisite: enrolled in Global Justice program)

2440S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
244S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2442S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

A What is the most important word to you? What is the most important word in your community? In Global Justice:
Words that Change the World we’ll consider the ways language can humanize or dehumanize, give voice to

the marginalized, change minds or create chaos. Texts for study may include John Okada’s No-No Boy, Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein, Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies, and Shakespeare’s Hamlet, as well as a variety
of films, essays and poems. In your own writing (personal, analytical, and creative) we’ll focus on developing your
voice on the page, looking for ways language can communicate care and authenticity. The ultimate purpose of the
course will be to put these words into action through individual and group projects. The fourth quarter project will
involve each student picking their own keyword and engaging in a conversation with that word or idea in writing
(with the hopeful goal of making it public).

Horror and Science Fiction (Grade 12)

24508 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H

2458 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

Horror challenges our basic assumptions about what we can count on; it subverts our complaisance and sense of
safety. Science fiction brings us worlds far away or in the future that can tell us something about our own time and
place-or warn us about self-destruction. Often, the two genres overlap. We will be reading about ancient monsters
and H.P. Lovecraft; Shelley’s Frankenstein and Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451; Stephen King and Philip Dick; and
many short stories including classics by Edgar Allen Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ambrose Bierce, Shirley Jackson,
Clive Barker, and others. Students will write their own horror or sci-fi story.

Women in Literature (Grade 12)
2460S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
246S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
Women in Literature seeks to expand students’ experience and engagement with literary works by and about
women. Students learn to use an intersectional feminist and critical race theory lens through which to read works
by Audre Lorde, Toni Morrison, Margaret Atwood, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Weike Wang, Alison Bechdel and
other women writers to examine self-identity, constructions of gender, and the nuances of language, voice and
power. Students will write critical analyses of a variety of texts as well as explore their own lived experiences
through class discussions and reflective writing. Critical and creative writing, reading, and thinking are central to
the goals of this course.

Multicultural Literature (Grade 12)

2510 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
251S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2512S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

Multicultural Literature students will study the following communities: African Americans, Asian Americans,
Latinos, Native Americans, LGBTQ+, and Women. Our units will cover the literature from each community
including what they wrote about through the decades, the unique writing styles of each community, their
complicated relationships with the publishing industries and the mainstream public, and the ways in which they
managed to overcome oppression and not only publish, but use what they published to change the course of

history.

African-American Literature (Grade 12)
2520S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H
252S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
2522S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: CP

African-American Literature offers an intensive exploration and celebration of Black artists and culture from the
19th century to today. Our focus is on reading, writing, and analysis of novels, memoirs, drama and poetry, but
students will also be asked to complete various performance and creative projects along the way, in addition to a
longer Senior Synthesis Essay in term four. This course will empower all students to think critically and take action
in their local communities, using the lessons about race, history, and identity provided by the literature we read.
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Asian and Asian-American Literature (Grade 12)

2530S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: Honors

253S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

What does it mean to be Asian or Asian American in America? What happens when East meets West? How does
a person deal with and reconcile the crises of cultural and personal identities and the desire to pursue happiness
in a world that is, despite becoming more diverse every day, intent on maintaining Asian Invisibility? Asian and
Asian-American Literature will explore the origin myths that have shaped the identity of several Asian cultures
and take students on a journey of self-discovery. Students will start with one of the world’s most read and adapted
stories (One of China’s Four Classics of Literature - Monkey - A Journey West) and then move on to stories that
tackle the Asian experience in America (The Leavers, Interior Chinatown, No No Boy, Interpreter of Maladies).
Identity, Agency, and Immigration are just a few of the themes that will be tackled in lively discussions. Students
will answer the question “who am 1?” and ultimately gain the understanding that there is more that binds us than
divides us.

Jewish and Jewish-American Literature (Grade 12)

25408 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: Honors

254S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

Jewish and Jewish-American Literature is an exploration of Jewish identity through the ages, through the eyes of
novelists, poets, and essayists. While we will start at the very beginning, with the story of Abraham in Genesis,
most of our work will focus on literature since 1900, both fiction and nonfiction, both translated and written in
English. Representative texts may include the short stories of Sholem Aleichem and Grace Paley; My Name is
Asher Lev, by Chaim Potok; Panther in the Basement, by Amos Oz; Maus, by Art Spiegelman; The Red Tent,

by Anita Diamant; and The Jewish State, by Theodor Herzl. Through reading, discussion, research, and writing,
students will explore the complex nature of Jewish identity in the twenty-first century.

Film Studies (Grade 12)

25508 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: H

2558 Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

Film Studies a full-year course focused on analyzing and creating movies. Most of us view films as a form of
entertainment, something to do on a Friday night. The study of film, however, provides an alternative history of
the last century, as well as a challenging investigation of the ways in which we make sense of our own world and
our own identities. During the course, we will examine the elements of film production, learn the basics of film
“language,” and explore the development of film style over the last 100 years. In addition, students will engage in
extended analytical units on Moonlight, Citizen Kane, Moonrise Kingdom, The Babadook, Do The Right Thing.
The spiritual core of the course, however, is creative: over the year, students will write original screenplays, and
work in small groups to produce 10-minute narrative shorts that will receive a public screening at the Newton
South Film Festival. (Red carpet not included.)

English Electives

The English Department offers the following electives, which do not fulfill the English graduation requirement and can be
taken only in addition to a regular English course.

Introduction to Publications (Grades 9 - 12)*

261F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

O Intro to Publications will provide students with the basic writing, reporting, editing, and design skills they will
need to work on the school newspapers, the yearbook, and the literary magazine. Students will learn the basics
of journalism ethics, the First Amendment, and will write features, news, sports, and opinions pieces. The course
introduces principles of design, photojournalism, and online reporting.

Publications In Practice (Grades 10 - 12)
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263F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
*Publications In Practice is designed for editors of Regulus, Denebola, Leo, and The Lion’s Roar to work on
writing, editing, and creating their respective publications. Students with leadership roles on any South publication
are strongly encouraged to enroll. One goal of the course is to increase collaboration among editors on all South
publications in order to foster sharing of content, photos, graphics, and design ideas.



Creative Writing Workshop (Grades 10 - 12)
264F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level:ACP
264QS Quarter Credits: 3 Level: ACP
Do you ever wonder what it takes to tell a compelling story, or craft a powerful poem? If you read and write poetry,
songs, plays, or fiction on your own— or you would like to try— then this course is for you. Emphasis will be on
the ‘workshop model’ where students write, edit, share, and revise their work in a supportive, collaborative and
joyful environment. Students will practice ‘reading like writers’, as well as writing for their readers.

Public Speaking and Presentation (Grades 9 - 12)*
2760F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: H
276F/SS Semester Credits: 3 Level: ACP
O~ Offered through the Theatre department — see F&PA for description.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES

The Family and Consumer Sciences Department offers a variety of courses that meet the Arts requirement for graduation
and are rooted in the Sciences, Arts, and Humanities. These integrative courses teach a variety of strategies to help
students develop the knowledge and skills needed to maximize their potential in personal and work life. Courses are open
to all students unless specifically stated otherwise.

Culinary Adventures

Healthy Cooking and Baking (Grades 9 - 12)
501QS Quarter Credits: 3 Level: ACP
O * This course provides students with the opportunity to cook a variety of healthy recipes while exploring
the relationship between nutrition and health. Students learn by actively participating in cooking labs with an
emphasis on nutritious ingredients. The course has been updated to include a focus on healthy baking. Topics
covered include reading and understanding food labels and ingredient lists, modifying recipes to make them more
nutrient-dense, and connecting diet to disease prevention.

Sports Nutrition (Grades 10 - 12, Grade 9 if space available)
502QS Quarter Credits: 3 Level: ACP
©* Sports Nutrition is a hands-on cooking class where students participate in weekly cooking labs to prepare
healthy meals and snacks. The course explores how to make healthy choices for any lifestyle, and how
adolescents can optimize athletic performance through diet. The focus is on promoting a healthy balance of
foods, as well as a healthy relationship with food. Students learn through class discussion, projects and working
collaboratively with their peers to prepare nutrient-dense recipes. This course is offered jointly through the
Family & Consumer Science and Wellness departments. It is open to students in all grades but may be taken for
Wellness credit in Grades 11 and 12.

International Cuisine of Asia, Africa, Australia & Europe (Grades 9 - 12)
503QS Quarters 1 & 2 Credits: 3 Level: ACP
O International Cuisine students study and cook with ingredients grown in specific regions to learn how they
determine the basis for foods consumed by the people in these areas. Eating rituals and holiday feasts are also
explored. Cultures and cuisines from the countries of Israel, India, Morocco, China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia,
Australia, New Zealand, Hungary, and Russia are covered. Discussion of local Boston area specialty markets and
food demonstrations by the Newton South community native to the countries studied are part of this course.

International Cuisine of Europe & the Americas (Grades 9 - 12)
504QS Quarters 3 & 4 Credits: 3 Level: ACP
O ~*International Cuisine students learn about the cuisines of several cultures in North America, Central America,
South America, and Europe. Students study and cook with the ingredients grown in specific regions to learn how
they determine the basis for foods consumed by the people in these areas. Eating rituals and holiday feasts are
also explored. Cultures and cuisines from the countries of Canada, Caribbean countries, Colombia, Peru, United
Kingdom, France, Scandinavian Countries, Spain, ltaly, Greece, Germany and Hungary are covered. Discussion
of local Boston area specialty markets and food demonstrations by the Newton South community native to the
countries studied are part of this course.
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Intermediate International Cuisine

(Prerequisite: 503S International Cuisine AAAE or 504S International Cuisine Europe & the America)
505QS Quarters 1-4 Credits: 3 Level: ACP
*Intermediate International Cuisine students will learn about culinary traditions from around the world while
learning inter- mediate culinary techniques. This course will focus on a narrow selection of geographic regions
to allow for in-depth study of each country’s culinary history, its food rituals and the role that religion, geography
and trade all play in its food ways. Recipes will emphasize intermediate cooking techniques, building on the skills
students have acquired in their prior coursework in the department.

Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems (Grades 9 - 12)

506F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

506QS Quarter 1 or 4 Credits: 3 Level: ACP

O *Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems will address the environmental, ecological, social and economic
aspects of food and agriculture, from farm to table and beyond. Acting as the stewards of the NSHS Organic
Garden, students will manage all aspects of its operation, gaining hands-on farming experience outside of the
classroom and exploring their personal connection to food and the land while developing a solid foundation in
the agricultural sciences and organic farming practices. In the classroom, students will critically analyze the state
of local and global food systems and their connections to issues of public policy, health, social justice and waste
management. Students will apply their learning to projects designed to help the school develop more sustainable
practices such as incorporating school-grown produce in school lunches, expanding the building’s recycling and
composting program, reintroducing native plants to school grounds, assisting in the implementation of the “Green
Trail”, or collecting and analyzing data from the school’s solar panels. This is a hands-on course that includes
outdoor activities.

Culinary Arts Exploratory (Grades 9 -12)

507F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

O *Culinary Arts Exploratory is designed for students who want to acquire the fundamental food preparation
techniques central to all areas of the food service business. Students are introduced to quantity food preparation
in the areas of baking, pastry and cold and hot meals. Students will rotate through food preparation stations and
actively participate in the business of food service. Emphasis is on learning basic culinary skills, and kitchen
sanitation and safety practices that align with the food service industry. Students will gain practical experience
while preparing and serving meals in the “Lion’s Den Bistro,” Newton South’s student run restaurant.

Culinary Arts & Food Service Management (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 507S, Culinary Arts Exploratory)

508F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

*In Culinary Arts & Food Service Management students will build on skills gained in Culinary Arts Exploratory
while working alongside first year students in support of the Lions’ Den Bistro. Emphasis is on acquiring
intermediate and advanced culinary skills and developing a foundational understanding of foodservice
management best practices including food procurement, food cost projections, seasonal menu- planning and
restaurant marketing. Enrollment requires teacher and department head approval.

Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems Independent Study (Prerequisite: Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems)

# Semester Credits: 3 Level: ACP

# Quarter Credits: 1.5 Level: ACP

Students continue to manage the activities of the Newton South Farm and pursue projects relevant to sustainable
agriculture on a weekly basis. Students are required to complete a capstone research paper or project. Enroliment
requires teacher and department head approval. Interested students should speak with the Department Head in
the fall.

Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction

Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 1 (Grades 9 - 12)
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511F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

© * Fashion, Clothing, Design, and Construction 1 students will learn the skills necessary for hand stitching as
well as machine sewing. Students will gain knowledge of different types of fabric, sketching skills, pattern design
and reading, altering and mending clothing. We will look at the garment industry and fashion trends and their
impact on our world. Students will create personalized clothing and craft projects, one of which will be an up-
cycling project. This class is an opportunity for students to allow their creativity to flourish! Students will progress
at their own level of challenge and expertise.



Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 2 (Grades 9 - 12, Prerequisite: 511S Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 1)
512F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
© * Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 2 is a second level design course that focuses on creating
and constructing more detailed and intricate fashion designs. Students will have the opportunity to sketch
and construct original designs or use more advanced commercial patterns. Students will begin to master the
application of advanced design and sewing techniques.

Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 3(Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 512S Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 2)
513F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
* Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 3 is a third level design course extending and building upon the
concepts taught in Fashion, Clothing, Design and Construction 1 and 2.

Advanced Fashion Projects (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisites for this class are Fashion Design and Construction 511, 512 & 513)
519F/SS Semester Credit: 6 Level: ACP
This course allows students to continue to work on more advanced projects of their choice and to assist less
experienced students. Students can enroll in this course for multiple semesters allowing them to continue to
pursue their interest in fashion and clothing construction.

Human Development

Child Development (Grades 9 - 12)
521F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
© * Child Development focuses on the conditions that influence human growth and development from before birth
to age five. Visits to class by parents with infants and toddlers help students to analyze the social, emotional,
physical and cognitive development of the young child. Current issues affecting children in American society are
presented, and students will learn about career opportunities in child-related fields. Students will write, create,
and perform their own original puppet shows for preschool-aged children in the community. Students do not work
regularly in the preschool classroom. Students interested in Early Childhood Education are encouraged to take
this class as a prerequisite.

Early Childhood Education Exploratory 1 (Grades 10 - 12)
532F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
* Early Childhood Education Exploratory | is a semester-based elective designed for students who would like to
explore the principles of early childhood education and how young children learn. Students have the opportunity
to work with preschool children in a classroom lab school setting. This course includes the reading and discussion
of theories of human development along with practical work experience with preschool children in the Newton
South Preschool Program. These students will act as interns in the preschool as well as meet additional course
requirements.

Early Childhood Education Exploratory 2 (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 532S Early Childhood Education Exploratory 1)
533S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP
533F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
* Early Childhood Education Exploratory 2 is by approval of the department head. Students continue to act as
interns in the Newton South Preschool. Students participate in an online Schoology course and complete all
assignments including discussion boards, child observations, and preschool portfolios. Occasional WIN block
meetings required.

Early Childhood Education Exploratory 3 (Grades 10 - 12, Prerequisite: 533S Early Childhood Education Exploratory 2)
540S Full Year Credits:12 Level: ACP
540F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
* Early Childhood Education Exploratory 3 is by approval of the department head. Students continue to act as
interns 2 to 4 times per week in the Newton South Preschool. Students research topics relevant to early childhood
education and complete a term research paper. This class is only open to seniors unless given approval by the
department head.
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Early Childhood Education Minor (Grade 12, Prerequisites: 5218, 532S, and 533S Early Childhood Education Exploratory 1, 2, and 3)
541S Full Year Credits: 24 Level: ACP
* Early Childhood Education Minor is by approval of the department head. Students continue their study of early
childhood education and increase their time as student interns in the Newton South Preschool Program. Students
will take on more responsibility in the preschool classroom.

Early Childhood Education Major (Grade 12 only, Prerequisites: 521S, 532S, and 533S Early Childhood Education Exploratory 1, 2,
and 3, must meet all graduation requirements)

542S Full Year Credits: 36 Level: ACP

* The Early Childhood Education Major combines academic and practical work experience in the Newton South
Preschool Program to provide a step-by-step approach to the everyday care and teaching of young children.
Students apply the knowledge of child development to evaluate early childhood programs, better understand and
guide young children, create safe and healthy environments, and plan developmentally appropriate curriculum.
The Department of Early Education and Care Teacher License (formerly OCCS) is available to students achieving
a grade of B or better.

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS

Art, Music & Theatre courses

Newton South offers the opportunity for students to earn a Fine & Performing Arts Certificate demonstrating a commitment
to an in-depth and diverse study of the Arts. Students who commit to this program will enroll in a sequence of art, music, and/
or theatre classes starting in 9th grade specializing in one discipline. This certificate also has an expectation of exploration
outside of your chosen discipline and a commitment to community service. Applications for the certificate will be reviewed
and awarded in the senior year.

Fine & Performing Arts Certificate

Visual Art Certificate —36 Visual Music Certificate —36 Music Credits, 12 | Theatre Certificate - 24 Credits, 12

Arts Credits, 12 additional credits in additional credits in any F&PA class additional credits in any F&PA class

any F&PA class & a demonstrated & a demonstrated commitment to & a demonstrated commitment to

commitment to community. community. community.

Courses 020S - 099S Courses 701S - 758S

Community: TA, Work-Study, Club Community: TA, Work-Study, Club Courses 270S - 279S

Leader, Community Service Coordinator | Leader, Community Service Coordinator | Community: TA, Work-Study, Unified

(ex. Make Art Day, Media PR). (ex. Festies, Concert Coordinator) Theatre, Children of the Candy Corn,
participation in South Stage

Fine & Performing Arts: VISUAL ART

Classes in the Visual Arts make the lives of students ever more fascinating by inspiring a determination to develop the
skills, curiosity, and courage to give voice to their artistic vision. Our curriculum enables kids to develop the technical and
imaginative skills to become active participants in our creative community and beyond. All classes with * count towards Fine,
Performing, and Technical Arts credit.

Art Foundations
Grades 9-10
Your journey in the Visual Arts starts with Art Foundations. This course gives students a sampling of two of our four
core disciplines while learning the essentials of visual communication. Art Foundations is the prerequisite for all other art
courses.

da Vinci Students who have not taken it should enroll in Art Foundations. Otherwise, daVinci students should enroll in an
Explorations course.

11th and 12th graders may begin with an Explorations course.
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Art Foundations (Grades 9 - 10. Grades 11 - 12 should start with an Explorations level class)
Explorations, 061F/SS Ceramics Explorations, or 081F/SS Photo Explorations)
020F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
O * Art Foundations is an ideal starting point for any student interested in 2D (Photo, Drawing, Digital Media) or
3D Art (Sculpture, Ceramics). The semester is split in half: one half is spent exploring 2D Art, and the other half is
spent exploring 3D Art. The course focuses on the fundamentals of art-making and equips students with the tools
necessary to advance to any next-level art class. Grades 11-12 should start with an Explorations course.

Art Explorations
(Second Level Art Classes or Grades 10+)

Explorations classes are second-level classes that build upon skills and concepts students learn in Art
Foundations. Art Explorations can be a starting point for older students taking high school art for the first time.

2D Explorations (Prerequisite for Grade 9 only: Art Foundations or concurrent enrollment in Art Foundations. No prerequisite for Grades 11-12)
021F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
O * In 2D Explorations, students learn fundamental drawing techniques and discover the expressive use of
drawing and painting materials. Color theory, composition, perspective, self-portraiture, and mixed media are
some concepts that will be explored in a fun and creative atmosphere. 2D media covered in this course include
but are not limited to graphite, collage, and painting.

3D Explorations (Prerequisite for Grade 9 only: Art Foundations or concurrent enroliment in Art Foundations. No prerequisite for Grades 11-12)
041F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
O * In 3D Explorations, students learn to express concepts and narratives through three-dimensional sculptural
media. This course is designed to broaden students’ technical ability with diverse mediums such as paper mache,
wire, assemblage, found objects, and glass. The design process is emphasized through planning and ideation
while introducing students to the expressive freedom of building with physical objects and materials.

Ceramics Explorations (Prerequisite for Grade 9 only: Art Foundations or concurrent enroliment in Art Foundations. No prerequisite for Grades 11-12)
061F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
© * Ceramics Explorations focuses on developing strong construction skills in clay through hand building
techniques and builds an awareness of three-dimensional design. Demonstrations and assigned projects will also
explore various high and low-fire glazing possibilities as we look at why people create.

Photo Explorations (Prerequisite for Grade 9 only: Art Foundations or concurrent enroliment in Art Foundations. No prerequisite for Grades 11-12)
081F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
O " Photo Explorations introduces students to DSLR cameras, digital editing, film photography, and darkroom
printing. The class will consist of photo projects, technical demonstrations, critiques, and discussions. Students
will be required to photograph inside and outside of class.

Media Arts Explorations (Prerequisite for Grade 9 only: Art Foundations or concurrent enroliment in Art Foundations. No prerequisite for Grades 11-12)
091F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
O * Media Arts Explorations is a course for students who want to develop their digital art skills further. The
elements and principles of art and design will be explored using 2D and 3D digital art media to create imaging,
animation, and 3D modeling. Students will use various programs, including Adobe Creative Cloud and Cinema4D,
to explore new methods of artistic expression and visual communication. Projects include digital imaging, motion
graphics, character animation, and stop-motion animation.

Video Explorations (Grades 10-12)
097F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP
097QS Quarter Credits: 3 Level: ACP
* In Video Studio, students learn how to communicate with an audience using recorded images and sound.
Students develop techniques for use in pre-production, shooting, on-screen and voice-over performance, and
post-production. Projects include music videos, short films, documentaries, news segments, and promotional
videos. Returning students may work independently on individual or group video projects for honors credit with
instructor approval. Note: this is the prerequisite course for CTE Television and Video at NNHS. This course may
be repeated for credit. Students can take Honors Video after completing this course.
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Art Studio
(Third Level Art Classes)

2D Studio (Grades 10-12. Prerequisite: 2D Explorations or Art Foundations with instructor recommendation)

022S Full Year Credits: 12 Level: ACP

022F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

* 2D Studio is designed to give students space to explore topics of personal interest while using materials and
methods learned in 2D Explorations. Projects are structured yet open-ended for students to find unique solutions
to various visual problems. A student can choose to do an in-depth study of a medium or to try various media
(e.g., charcoal, oil pastel, watercolor, colored pencils, ink, printmaking, etc.). Students can enroll in this course
more than once.

3D Studio (Grades 10-12. Prerequisite: 3D Explorations or 3D Honors Art)

042S Full Year Credits:12 Level: ACP

042F/SS Semester Credits: 6 Level: ACP

* 3D Studio builds on skills gained in previous courses. Students develop and refine their individual artistic
voices through three-dimensional sculptural media in self-directed explorations. Working with paper mache, wire,
assemblage, found objects, and glass, students will be challenged to create sculptures that express concepts,
narra